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Waterlefe
Boating Community Group

February 12, 2022
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM

Agenda

• Review Agenda – Jim Manning (5 min)

• Freedom Boat Club Experience – Barb and Phil Serafino (20 min)

• Fishing The Bahamas for Bone Fish – Jim Manning / Bob Cameron (20 min)

• Social Activities – Tricia McMinn (15 Min)

• Vessel Safety Checks’ Lessons Learned – Dave Rogers (10 min)

• Docking Techniques – Dave Rogers (5 min)

• Boating / Paddling Calendar – Dave Rogers (5 min)

• Q & A Discussion – All (10 min)
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• World’s oldest and largest membership boat club with over 30 years of 

experience

• Reciprocal access to 300+ Locations in the US, Canada and Europe

• We take care of the maintenance, cleaning, repair, insurance and storage

• Fleet (which varies by location) includes bowriders, pontoons, 

offshore/inshore fishing boats (center consoles), deck boats and wake boats

• Insurance coverage of liability, hull and machinery

• 1-on-1 training by licensed captains

Freedom Boat Club Experience
Barb and Phil Serafino

12fe2022 3

Freedom Boat Club – What is It?



• The initiation fee is $5500

• There are three plans:

• There is a 3 month plan which costs $213 per month. This is billed 

monthly over a twelve month period. You can choose which months 

you want and the months can be changed. So you are not locked into 

the same months every year.

• The 6 month plan is $299 per month and the monthly fee is paid all 

year at $299 a month.

• The 12 month membership is our best value and you have reciprocity 

at over 300 clubs. This plan is $399 a month.

• The three most common boats are:

• Deck Boat, Pontoon Boat and Fishing Boats

• Some Marinas have Sailboats

• You can view them at freedomboatclub.com.

Freedom Boat Club Experience
Barb and Phil Serafino
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http://freedomboatclub.com/


Freedom Boat Club Experience
Barb and Phil Serafino
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Freedom Boat Club Experience
Barb and Phil Serafino
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Waterlefe Boating Group Lunch Social

Social Activities
Tricia McMinn
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Please join us for a Boat Social

on the patio of:

Riviera Dunes Dockside,

Saturday March 5th at 12pm 

noon

Menus are found on-line at:

rivieradunesdockside.com 



Waterlefe Boating Group Lunch Social

Social Activities
Tricia McMinn
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Reach Marina on cell or Channel 68 on radio if you have trouble finding boat slips.



Waterlefe Boating Group Lunch Social

Social Activities
Tricia McMinn
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Required Safety Items for your Vessel

• Navigation Lights Corrode and can become Inoperable

• Clean the bulb ends and Housing contact points

• Spray on electrical conductor / corrosion inhibitor

Vessel Safety Checks 
Lessons Learned Discussion

Dave Rogers
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Required Safety Items for your Vessel

• Life Jacket Storage – Zipper cases corrode and “freeze” 

• Lubricate with Zipper Grease

Vessel Safety Checks 
Lessons Learned Discussion

Dave Rogers
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Overhead Storage



Required Safety Items for your Vessel

• Throwable Flotation 

• Cushion is minimum but not retrievable

• Purchase a Retrievable Flotation Device for $29

Vessel Safety Checks 
Lessons Learned Discussion

Dave Rogers
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VS



• Exceed the Minimum Requirements

• VHF Radio – Register it

• First Aid Kit – Why wouldn’t you have one?

• Spot Light or Flash Light w/ Fresh batteries

• Anchor and Line

• Navigational Charts

• What If’s?

• Engine Won’t start – Who Ya Gonna Call?, Sea Tow, Boat U.S.

• No Cell Phone Service – How to Signal

• Medical Emergency – Passenger, Vessel Captain

• Vessel / People Rescue

• If Captain becomes unable to pilot the vessel or needs to be rescued. 

Does a crew member know what to do?

• You run aground

Vessel Safety Checks 
Lessons Learned Discussion

Dave Rogers
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• Kayak Specific

• Paddle Leash 

• Water

• Plastic Bag for Trash

• Waterproof Cell Phone Case

• VHF Radio

• First Aid Kit – Clean a wound/cut, Anti Bacterial Ointment, 

Bandage

• Knife

• Other Lessons Learned?

Vessel Safety Checks 
Lessons Learned Discussion

Dave Rogers
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• Considerations

• Wind – Look for flags or trees

• Current – Coast your boat, look for anything moving on the 

water, wake around a piling

• Vessel Speed – slower the better

• Surroundings

• Traffic

• Immovable Objects

• Audience – Both Onboard and On Land

• Use bumpers on the side of your boat

• Have your dock lines ready

Docking Techniques
Dave Rogers

12fe2022 15



4 Steps to Docking

1. Approach – Line it up

• Wind and Current will determine your approach

• Use a shallow approach, 10-15 degrees, if the wind and or current 

is pushing you into the dock

• Use a steeper approach, 30 degrees, if the wind and or current is 

pushing away from the dock

2. Come in Slow

• Bump the engine In and Out of Gear

• Neutral is your friend

• Never approach a dock any faster than you are willing to HIT it.

3. Time your swing

4. Finish

• Get a line on a cleat

Docking Techniques
Dave Rogers
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No Wind or 

Wind Into the 

Dock

Toss the Bow 

Line over a 

Dock Cleat

Docking Techniques
Dave Rogers
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Wind Away 

from the 

Dock

Toss the Bow 

Line over a 

Dock Cleat

Docking Techniques
Dave Rogers
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Wind Away 

from the 

Dock

Toss the Bow 

Line over a 

Dock Cleat

Docking Techniques
Dave Rogers
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• Boat Shows –

• Tampa Mar 4-6

• Sarasota April 22-24

• Ft. Myers – Nov 2022

• Bradenton – TBD

• Punta Gorda - Cancelled

• Boat Races –

• Bradenton – Feb 12

• Sarasota – July 1-2

Boating / Paddling Calendar
Dave Rogers
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• On the Water Training –

• Sarasota Power Squadron – May 5th

• Bradenton – Boat US Florida Powerboating Academy

https://boatusfoundation.ticketspice.com/florida-powerboating-

academy-sarasota-fl---2022# 

Boating / Paddling Calendar
Dave Rogers
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Boating / Paddling Calendar
Dave Rogers
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• Kayak Tours – Emerson Point

Boating / Paddling Calendar
Dave Rogers
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• Kayak Demo Days – Every Saturday morning at Economy Tackle 

Dolphin Paddlesports in Sarasota

www.floridakayak.com

Boating / Paddling Calendar
Dave Rogers
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• Kayaking and Paddling – Need One of More People to 

Represent this Activity 

• Next Meeting – March 12th

Future Activities
Jim Manning
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Q & A Discussion
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Waterlefe
Boating Community Group

February 12, 2022
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM



As Always, When On the Water …

Be Safe and Have Fun

Meeting Adjourned
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